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Reducing Costs 

Patents - where to find data yourself? 

Some useful registers / search platforms 

 

 Espacenet (EPO-run patent searching database – over 

100 million patent documents, multiple countries) 

 https://worldwide.espacenet.com/ 

 https://lp.espacenet.com/?locale=en_LP 

 

 EPO register (register – looking at EP cases in detail)  

 https://register.epo.org/advancedSearch?lng=en 

 

 Patentscope (looking in detail at international (PCT) 

applications) 

 http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/ 

 

 US PAIR (US register – looking at US cases in detail) 

 https://portal.uspto.gov/pair/PublicPair 
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Reducing Costs 

Patents - where to search for patents? 

Use keywords here with 
Boolean algebra 
(AND, OR, NOT) 

Use patent 
classification codes 

here 

[https://worldwide.espacenet.com/] 
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Reducing Costs 

Patents - where to search for patents? 

Use keywords here with 
Boolean algebra 
(AND, OR, NOT) 

Use patent 
classification codes 

here 

Patents for ‘Optics’ 
typically have CPC code: 

G02 
Patents for Agriculture 
typically have CPC code: 

A01 
Patents for Food stuffs 
typically have CPC codes: 

A21-A24 



Reducing Costs 

Cost saving by filing patents outside of your 

country first 

First filing 
(Spain, UK) 

Search by that 
country 

EPO Search 
1775 Euros! 

International 
(PCT) filing 

12 months 

Choose 
international 
countries to 

file patents in  

30 months 

First filing 
Netherlands 

Search by  
EPO 

EPO Search 
1775 Euros! 

International 
(PCT) filing 

12 months 

Choose 
international 
countries to 

file patents in  

30 months 



General pitfalls: DON’T 

Assume that every country treats IP in 
similar ways 

 

 

Underestimate the ‘patentability’ 
potential of what you have done 

 

 

Send threatening letters, of any sort, to 
people without checking with a legal 
representative first  

 



General pitfalls: DO 

Have good communication with your 
patent attorney 

 

Keep an invention secret until at least 
your first patent application is filed for it  

 

Keep good records and take notes on 
who said what in all meetings 

 

Budget properly 



Budgeting 

30 months 
from today 

12 months 
from today 

Today 

UK PCT 
US 

EP 

Approx. total 
fees ~ €4000 

Approx. total 
fees ~ €5000 

Approx. US Total fees ~ $2-3K 
Approx. EP Total fees ~ €3.5K 

€ Reporting 
search 

€ Reporting search, 
publication 

€ Reporting and addressing 
examination reports 

[These are ‘roughly’ what some of the fees could be at these particular times, for this particular example of a patent 
filing strategy. You should always get a proper cost estimate from your attorney before instructing any work]   
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Invensense Inc

Knowles Corp

Cirrus Logic Inc.

Analog Devices Inc.

Ams AG

Infineon Technologies AG

Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co.

Example: Acoustic MEMS devices 
• Do we invest time/money in research? 
• Where can other the other companies block us?  

Look at patent trends 
Has the market already 

matured for this 
technology? 
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